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. / e C LT tion. Even Tass—the official Soviet news agency——got in'to:f[;.-
Lo 7.{'?{:’ . . g A o ; . the act; declaring that “U.S, warships fired on five unidenti- i
//‘")7;’1'4_ ore M/EE:E@@E@&S [ ﬁw jo o L i *' fied ships in last Friday’s Gulf of Tonkin incident, and three f-'
-/ . . SRR i of thera were sunk.” : ¥
| ) e - . . , vy ¢ Wh } A 1 o "'d”.l. ;¢ T :
L Ay, M7 ﬁg : @ i/ rape \ fether or not onc attaches any credidility to a Tass :
- Un e amard MR A i . report, it certainly is true that the United States at home !
i il TN e andl should not have to get ANY information from Tase. :
oy ) w h ic am  ail £ @D+ . , - .
CPYRGH'r PAT (/HWORKI PO .‘CI;ESH u&:«:{":’cm it those mindd ) Government-controlied news is a policy completely :
b Dam,‘my 1ave rippe ka ot th ore, again they aren'd foreign to the United States. The practice of it sickens and . |
| ing store in Washmg'ton now the score, ey | ontrages - particularly as a device patently adopted to !
¢ telling. Deep aiready in the enveloping mystery of that secl:: cover up : b
! oud Toukin Gulf shooting, they lcave a concerned Amm'lfzan 1 %/ % % o
ic in thedark; and the consequences are¢ speculation o ] ) Y ‘. _ 5
! public in the e : | WHAT ELSE has been covered up? Current events reported |
|- and gucsswork. , 1 c . P et |
(- / o ed by what are calied “informed I fram Saigon tend to con.um a fteport (:1mandtm¢, !
Nox»' 1t 1is announc Y - dedemtiias the -wecks ago from the Central Intclllgcfu:c Agency. The paper »
sources”—with ﬂ:tnbuf:on pams'takzlngtly_ a‘;glenjla-;; ;‘l‘h-fday :.i“, quc:;‘-‘.ion. wr,it'tcn bVMWQEE‘_‘&"_._ﬁg.,_t,(h.,'i..(_:,{ﬁii_.1?'f‘a"d K
iwo-a'estm}’ff patrol involved in tha ’Z" e :  1th of National Estimates, presented a oessimiztic View of "the
has been wnha‘rawm. By wb?se’ ord‘e!s t ’,s. Isengagemer  Viet Num crisis, substantiating charges that the adminisira- ,
in am area of confusion? It isn't said. . _~  tion's war there was going badly, It said: S
What's so hush-hush about McNamara's war that the “The counter-guerilla effort continucs to flounder, paa'tly:‘

. " b P Why muat it be gereened and processed|| becauss of tha inharont difficulty of the preblom, and partly bas .
trith ¢an't be to ¥ | . ! !
by the administration's agencies of news-management, and | cause Diem's successors have not yet demonstratod the fcadere «

- - . . ship and inspiration necessary. There remains serious doubd «
tien spoon-fed in doses all sugared-up for public consump- that victory can be wan, and the situation rémains very fragilo,

AN tion? “i large-scale U.S. support continues and if further pe~ .

; - o iean. ngaged out there where they || ritical doterioration within South Viet Nam is prevonted, at *
g T‘how are Amcnf.‘m sons engage ¢ £ them dyin least a prolonged stalemate can be attained, Thers is also a '
were gent—10,000 miles away—and many of them dying. chance that political evolution within the country and develop- ~

Aren’t the people entitled to know what is going on, and ments upon the world scenn could load to soma Kind of ne- v
why? * “Heaotiatad scttiement based upon ncutralization.”
" In its news coverup, last week’s- Tonkin Gulf incident | Is that what McNamara’s war is all about? Is that the 7
was another illustration of the managed-information policy, [lobjective: A stalemate? A negotiated settlement, based-on
telling éxactly nothing, Even the New York Tirnes gagged neutralization? 4 N
on that ‘anc. Note its comment, rebuking the confusion that That {sn’t the way it has been billad until'now, by thosa
prevailed: ‘ lmanaging the news, and fantastically acclaiming the ability
J “Ths torse statement issuod by Socretary McNamara mare of}nux:ccr.;s'we .govcrrnment.s at Saigon to stabiliz‘m:‘Vict Nam
than 24 hours after ho received his first news of tho episode [land mobilize its people into an all-out effort in behalf of |
falls far short of adequacy, especially since ho closed the door Ikheir own freedont, . .
to all quastions. Essaentially the McNamara statement confirms _ :
: ; f T x ok % .
an carlior unofficial account given corr‘us,z:o_ndcn’cu in /_..‘, ing~ . N _ .
ton that two United States destroyers patroling the quif in peor ITHI («ONVULSION has come over there again—dispatches, J

weather on a dark night opened fire after scoing radar evidepco 1 R X . g o L
thceyt interpreted as indicating that hostile craft were pursuing | 1‘30t rerouted  for \Vash‘x‘ngton Sugar-coating, telling
thom. There was no visual sighting of the suppusedly hostilo Jfhat South Viet Nam appears “to be sliding rapidly toward -

vessals, ner has any claim beon made of any overtly hostile Fengral collapge.”’

|z 3 & iri f bullets or torpedoes at the American . , . . . . '
;ﬁ;cb“s:':-lch a8 firing of buliets storp d ‘ That doesn’t sound like a situation in which the encmy -

l X % % : “lwould scek settlement by negotiation.

|THE UNITED STATES NAVY doesit shoot at phantom 8 event of the collapse intimated, what is Washing-
targets. ‘It doesn't fire without knowing what it is '||fO%'s next move regarding the war in which victory hasn't

v #

4 .
. |shooting at. So the confusion and uncertainty could only | been mentioned as an objective:; " ’
have been generated by these interpretive accounts, as far "l Withdrawal probably; there surely would be no more
{rom e scene as Washington, Jfves to expend in futile engagement there-—in either the !

The Secrctary of Defense didn’t disclose anyhing at r_ai'nimz or the COT{"bat capacity, {md if that occurs, with .-
alle e simply clammed up——and so did President John- - [pilitary Judzment instead of mediocre civilian Whiz Kid,
son. The U.S. public, a part of whose Navy was engaged | |frateurs fx;,:u‘rmg in the_c:ventual determination of security -
in that\mystezious episode, is-left to Juess. olicy in the’South Pacific, the flect could be assigned to

cep the area sccure from Communist aggression. )

HThe Navy with sea and air power could do that, ag.it ¢
as in the Formosa Straits. It always means business, It  *
oesn’t shoot at phantomg, I -

. ' The enemy assuredly knows, if ships of its own fleet .
{g, N Were engaged; -and whether or not they were hit. So there {
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'fould be no mijitary secrot Anvolved, or classificd .nformas .
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